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I. Canadian Delegation 

Head of delegation:  The Honourable Patrick Rouble, Minister of Education, Yukon 

Members:  Pamela Hine, Deputy Minister of Education, Yukon 
Marcel Courchesne, Analyst, International, Council of Ministers of 
Education, Canada 

II. Introduction 

The Education World Forum (EWF) was held under the theme of “Education for Economic 
Success” in London, U.K., from January 10 to 12, 2011. This forum built on previous “Moving 
Young Minds” and “Learning and Technology World Forum” events, bringing together more 
than 50 ministers of education to address key issues and to share the challenges they faced, the 
solutions they have found, the learning that has occurred, and the successes they have 
achieved.   

The ministers were joined by leaders of international organizations, including UNESCO, the 
World Bank, OECD, and the British Council, as well as representatives from international 
corporations with a focus on education and technology. These corporations, which were also 
the main sponsors of the event, included Cisco, Intel, Microsoft, Hewlett-Packard, Pearson, 
Promethean, and Encyclopaedia Britannica. In total, there were more than 300 registered 
participants and 65 countries represented. 

III. Structure of the Forum 

The program included keynote addresses by Irina Bokova, Director General of UNESCO, by  
Dr. Elizabeth King, Director of Education, Human Development Network of the World Bank, and 
by ministers from many countries, including Portugal, Scotland, Saudi Arabia, and the U.S. 
There were also ministerial discussions on changes in technology and education and on new 
strategies for higher education (see Appendix I for the program and Appendix II for the list of 
speakers).  

The forum also included ample opportunities for networking and informal discussions, including 
an official reception hosted by the Right Honourable William Hague, First Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, U.K., and an official dinner hosted by David Willetts, 
Minister for Universities and Science, U.K. 

IV. Participation of the Canadian Delegation/Representatives 

Each delegation selected to participate in two of the four ministerial exchanges. The Canadian 
delegation participated in the two following discussions: 
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1. Technology and education change 

Martin Bean, Vice Chancellor of Open University, U.K., gave an inspiring presentation on his 
view of how technology will influence the way that students will learn in the future.  

The following are the main outcomes of this discussion:  

 Seek not to leave the teachers behind as technology’s influence on education grows.  

 Recognize that the world has changed and access to information is no longer the issue. 
The challenge today is turning information into meaningful knowledge. 

 Do not waste precious human and financial resources in re-creating teaching resources 
when so much is already available. 

2. New strategies for higher education  

Dr. Dirk Van Damme, Head of the Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI), OECD, 
started the discussion by outlining some trends in higher education, such as intensifying 
competition, rising global networks, and increasing insecurity in funding for educational 
institutions. He also highlighted some policy directions based on his research, including 
increasing the autonomy of institutions to improve accountability, regional convergence (e.g., 
Bologna Process), and the importance of ranking and benchmarking. Professor Dr. Walid Maani, 
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research of Jordan, described the reform that has 
occurred in his country which was financed by a significant increase in tuition fees over five 
years. One main point of his presentation was the importance of balancing the training of the 
labour force with the needs of the market.  

Unfortunately, due to the format and the time-management of these ministerial exchanges, 
there was not enough time for in-depth and interactive discussions among ministers at the end 
of the presentations.  

The outcomes of the two ministerial exchanges that the Canadian delegation did not attend, 
“New designs and models for education” and “Evidence and new forms of assessment for the 
21st Century,” are available in Appendix II.  

In addition, the Canadian delegation attended the presentation by Michael Fullan, Professor 
Emeritus of the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto. Mr. Fullan 
shared the lessons he has learned from the reform of the education system in Ontario in his 
capacity as special adviser in education to the premier of Ontario and to the minister of 
education. He spoke of education-reform initiatives and continued improvements in education. 
He stressed that by connecting with and developing professional, political, and public support, 
improvement becomes more substantial, systemic, and sustainable. (Note that Mr. Fullan was 
not part of the official Canadian delegation.)  
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V. Main Outcomes 

The forum was highly beneficial, representing an opportunity to hear the views and thoughts of 
speakers and participants from all around the world on education for economic success through 
the lens of their countries’ contexts. More specifically, the forum provided an opportunity to 
share Canadian perspectives on the application of technological innovations in the education 
sector, such as the video-conferencing facilities in Yukon which allow teachers to reach as many 
students as possible in order to equip them with the necessary skills for the 21st century.  

Other important discussions focused on: 

 matching higher education with the future needs of labour; 

 increasing the quality of teachers; 

 recognizing individual learning; 

 the skills required for economic success in the 21st century; 

 the changing role of information and communication technology in learning and 
teaching; 

 using the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) to compare national 
standards with best-performing systems internationally. 

The official summary of the forum is available in Appendix II.  

VI. Conclusion and Recommendation  

The forum concluded with a commitment to continue the support for development and action 
through the various organizations present, and with the announcement that the UK 
government ministers looked forward to inviting their counterparts to the next Education 
World Forum, to be held from January 9 to 11, 2012, in London. 

Given the high quality of the presentations and discussions, as well as the impressive number of 
ministers of education attending this international event (more than 50), it is recommended 
that CMEC continue to coordinate the participation of the Canadian delegation for the next 
Education World Forum. 

VII. Bilateral and Other Related Meetings 

While there were no official bilateral meetings scheduled, the forum provided an opportunity 
to share pan-Canadian perspectives and establish collaborative links among participants. 
Minister Rouble had several discussions with ministers from around the world who faced 
similar challenges to Canada’s. For example, minister Rouble spoke with the minister from 
Gibraltar: as is the case in Yukon, there is no university in Gibraltar; therefore, students must go 
abroad, mostly to the U.K., to continue their studies at the university level.  
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In addition, Minister Rouble had a brief discussion with Shann McGrail, Director of Education of 
Microsoft Canada, during the “Education Leaders Briefing,” a Microsoft event not part of the 
official program. They discussed Microsoft’s interest and initiatives in the area of 21st -century 
education and how these aligned with CMEC’s areas of interest.  

Courtesy Visit at the Canadian High Commission 

The Canadian delegation had the chance to visit with James Wright, Canadian High 
Commissioner to the United Kingdom. Mr. Wright was accompanied by Vera Alexander, 
Counsellor (Public Diplomacy), and Laura-Ashley Wright, Academic Relations, both of the 
Canadian High Commission.  

The visit was highly appreciated by the Canadian delegation. Discussions focused on relations 
between the U.K. and Canada in the education sector and how the economic crisis has 
impacted the U.K. and resulted in significant spending cuts. Mr. Wright also highlighted the 
efforts regarding the Education au/in Canada brand. He noted that there were approximately 
5,000 Canadians students in the U.K.
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